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47 REPLEON 7-Panetta, D-Calif.’

--A top official of the J ustxce Depart-
nent said today that-the year-long-
nvestigation into Korean influence-:
uying on- Capitol Hill- has. so~far
ailed to dévelop sufficient ‘evidence
o indict former Washington: society-
wnre'roncsun Park for any.role he
nay have had in the scandalss: 7 <hE)
> I an unusual briefing: for* Jumor
nembers of Congress: impatient with:
he pace of the:investigation; Benjd-
nin R.iCiviletti, chief of .the: ‘départs
nent’s Lcriminal’‘divisiom;, also, said.
he' Korean mvesugatwn is.about. 80

ercent- complete” and; indicated’.in=] -

lictments are expected s00R s 5=
““Civiletti” said .the department is]
,oncentratmg its investigation on ale-
eged.wrongdoing by current'and for-
ner members of Congress; and later
vould address other figures and-such
juestions ‘as whsther there iad been’
in_official cover-up of ‘{orean actx\n-
xes startmg in 1972 z 5
.ATTY G:.‘\I Grtffm ,‘_B.~ ;Bell
iccompanied Civilettito the-morning
>riefing, .apparently -arranged
hrough the ‘White House- by House
>peaxer Thomas P. O'Neill Jr., after
unior: congressmen-- sharply? eriti-
ized . the- slowness ~of--the- depart-
ment’s . probe -and ‘the-House;Ethics
zommittee’s own investigation.-. -z "vis
~Bell .said. *nothing. has~a- hxgherv
oriority at the Justxce~Department K
han- the Korsan - investigation- be-
cause allegations of Capitol Hill cor--
ruption- have “‘placed a.cloud over:

he: Congress.” > Bell. said: President

Carter"‘knows there is a cloud over.
Congress "and if” needs. tobe: res

moved.” “HF i TR i PR S

A number oF:junior-, congressmen

were. unhappy-with- the” general ma-4
ure of-the briefing, a ban-on.ques-}
ions and the- department decision to-
open it to the press. **This was a- big:
P.R. medxa ‘event,’” said’ Rep “Patri-
sia -Schroeder;,” D-Colo.32I+ feel:
sypped..1 feel likea co-conspxrator?mf
A cover-up.” 3L 7 2 - el

L Rt

f‘dxsappomted"
L ~Panetta said that as a lawyer he !
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chatrman of the freshman congress-
“acknowledged many - were
by . -the --.briefing.

‘men,

- '_:»..._...:..._,_

understands the .prosecutors -gave |

could,”. but that as a politician-the ;
lack of- specific mforma‘uon was for.s
him “frustrating.’ « ~svein g ,
-:- Civilettt made clear that- Park re-
mains an essential element-in the de-
partment’s investigation,: -but ~said
:there is not enough evidence {o extra-:
“dite him to" Washmgton ~Short of.
extradition, mvestxgatm:s weare
~*forcefully and vigoro:siy” pursumg
‘other avenues ‘“‘to obtain the truth™:
~from him, Civiletti said. X 9 .,ae
i~;Park is: alleged. to have been: an’
agent of the Korean govemment wheo
-sought -through campaign.contribu-:; -
_tions, gifts and other favors to influ-
..ence congressmen to support contin-:
“ued mxhtary assistanceto Xorea. - ~"~
" Under ; the pretense "that:he ‘was !
“going on’ a two-week .business. tnp,l
‘Park left” Washington -permanently ;
last- year -after some- preliminary
- questioning about his activities. He is

-believed to be in London and would | were so startled by it that they called |

\be- subject ‘to the U.S. extradxtxon
treaty with Great Britain, &

'~ -Civiletti said Park was questmmd
last year: before a large amount of |

“evidence and documents in the case

‘had been collected when the depart-
ment ‘stepped.up the investigation
-early this year. *He was here, but .
he's not here now,” Civiletti said in™
~one of his-more spec1f1c pronounce—
ments.. o :'h"“’f Suw it

-CIVILETTI REFUSED to nge any-
- indication of how many indictments ™
may ‘be .coming-in ‘the next’ three -
*.months, declining to say. #*whether’3, -
~5,7,"25 or any number’’-are mvolved o
"»There have been reports thatfive i ini~:

-tial indictments of current or former‘; terial by thattime, - ~**"" :
congressmen are anticipated.” Ty

: . The investigation was handled ina
- “very preliminary’’ way after it first..
‘gotstarted at the-department last”
July; Civiletti said. By March, after
he took over the division, there were~
_five full-time U.S. attorneys, 12 Inter-
.nal Revenue Service Agents, and 12
EBI agents- assngned .and another
attomey will join the team thxs week
Civilettisaid. . -
. Investigators. have “mtemewed

as - complete a. bristing as they'! .
s MEANWHILE THE leadershxp of

and reinterviewed” 500 people from
*1all 'walks of life,” have brought 60 |

witnesses before a grand jury consid- f

ering the case and now sitting twicea

-said investigators are-.seeking the

STAT

xllegal payme-xts and wrongdoing are’
“‘useless,”” Civiletti emphasued He

means “to obtain the truth from the"
“witness,” but that extradxtxon so far
ha.s not been possxble. :

.

the Senate Ethxcs Committee guietly
summoned CIA Director Stansfield
Turner:to discuss highly sensitive:
intelligence documents that. could

STAT

implicate members of the Senate in
the Korean influence-buying scandal. -
"Following reports that ‘material’
culled by the CIA from intelligence |
sources in Korea — possibly . from |
electronic surveillance of the presi-.
..dential palace of Park Chung Hee —
. mhight suggest improprieties by some-
‘senators or former. senators, Sen.:
I Lowell P. Weicker Jr., an ethics com-
,mxttee member, requested the meet-
-ing with: ‘Turner novz scheduled for:
:The Democratic - and Repubhcan
leaders of the Senate; Robert C, Byrd -
.of “West' Virginia and Howard H.
- Baker of Tennessee, teviewed the
. CIA information two weeks ago and *

. Bell to the Capitol for assurances
*'that the Justice Department had had -
- access to the material in its on-going
criminal mvestxgatxon of the Korean

aftaxr. PR : by

THE JUST!CE Department in.
fact had been aware of the mforma-
tion formorethanayear. ... ... .

- Byrd and Baker also contacted the”
Ieaders of the ethics committee,
Sens.:Adlai E. Stevenson, D-IlL., and;
Harrison H.  Schmitt, - R-N. M toe
determine * whether their newly
reconstituted panel had sereened the®
-intelligence reports. Stevenson and.
Schmitt also had revxewed the ma.-=

-.~Of the six:ethics- commxttee mem-'
"bers, however, only the two commit-?]
‘tee leaders- —;both -of -whom haye:
-stated flatly that no-“proof’.of Sen-:
-ate mvolvement has been brought to";
“their attention — have up to now had
_access to the CIA materijals. " 7!

T Earlier this year, .Stevenson and
Schmitt made blanket requests to a
vanety ‘of executive and legislative
agencies for any information. that
might involve senators in alleged at-
tempts . by: Korean agents to briba
members of Congress. Although they
have kept the rest of the committee
abreast of their activities, Stevenson

week, and have “collated and re-! and Schmitt reportedly have kept the |
viewed tens of thousands -of docu-i
ments,” Civiletti -said. He-said the | themselves, not’ mvolvmg even the

department has \made -“enormous
progress *since March.: o
_Park's public statements denymg
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specific fruits .of their inquiry to‘

small comm:ttee staff in the probe.
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